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FOREWORD
LSU Shreveport students are thriving in spite of the challenges 
posed by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Even as some of our students struggled to cover basic living 
expenses, they attended virtual classes faithfully, then embraced 
the return to campus earlier this year. They continued excelling 
in debate, research forums and leadership, helping spread LSU 
Shreveport’s reputation for academics and the value of education 
around the globe. They’re still creating connections and laying the 
groundwork for successful careers as they pursue their degrees. 

Support from our generous donors in the form of endowed 
scholarships has helped make all this possible by providing our 
students with much-needed tuition support as they navigate the 
new normal.

An endowed scholarship award recognizes a student’s 
commitment to earning a degree and his or her service to  
the community. These awards can literally make dreams come 
true for those students who are the first in their families to attend 
college.

These endowments also are a tribute to the donors who  
establish them, recognizing the donors’ commitment to improving 
their community through education. Thank you for your shared 
vision.

Endowed scholarships are eligible for matching funds from  
the Louisiana Board of Regents. Scholarships that reach  
$80,000 in private donations will receive $20,000 from the Board 
of Regents.

The endowments are a gift in perpetuity, and the LSUS 
Foundation is committed to ensuring the funds will provide 
income to support LSUS faculty and students for generations  
to come.

Laura Perdue 
LSUS Foundation Executive Director
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A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
It is my privilege to serve as the LSUS Foundation president during this 
time. The cover picture, from our December 2020 graduation, shows 
that our students persevered in spite of the challenges posed by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Interestingly enough, our virtual graduations 
have brought together LSUS students from all over the world who 
might not be able to attend a traditional commencement ceremony. 
It is LSUS’ mastery of both in-person and online classes that rocketed 
the campus to record-breaking enrollment with more than 10,000 
students, earning our campus the honor of being declared the fastest-
growing institution in Louisiana.

Clearly, a pandemic has not slowed LSU Shreveport down and the 
pages ahead further prove this. Generous gifts from private donors 
over the years have created more than 90 endowed scholarships that 
support students in their quest for a college degree. We showcase a 
few of those scholarships in this magazine and offer a thanks to all of 
the donors who made these possible. 

Students are the heart of LSU Shreveport, and I am so proud of all their efforts in the face of these very different, 
and sometimes difficult, times.

Carey Sullivan 
LSUS Foundation President

A LETTER FROM THE CHANCELLOR
As we near the halfway point of 2021, we are all working to put the 
challenges of the last year behind us while looking to the future with 
hope and optimism. College students have had an especially trying 
time, as many have had to put extra effort into maintaining their 
physical, mental, and emotional well-being while staying on top of 
the traditional demands of earning a degree. It has not been easy.

In a normal year, attending college is an investment in the future, one 
that oftentimes comes with some level of capital outlay for students 
and their families. The pandemic only magnified the uncertainty 
around these investments for many current and potential students. 
Because of this, financial aid and scholarships are more important than 
ever; they create opportunities that might otherwise be unavailable to 
those wanting to attend college.   

Everything we do at LSUS is about opening doors for our students. We do that by providing assistance where we 
can, and by creating an environment that is conducive to student success. We have enhanced campus life by 
revamping the Port, adding the Stacks Coffee Shop in the library and rolling out our new PilotCard, a combined 
ID and reloadable debit card. We also have a new Business Intelligence Lab under construction, and a state-of-
the-art athletic performance testing facility coming to the HPE building.  

These are some of the reasons why we are the fastest growing higher education institution in Louisiana. Programs 
such as our Early Childhood Education, Digital Arts, and online MBA have achieved national rankings as we 
continue to grow in competitive stature nationwide. This is all possible through the hard work and dedication of 
our faculty, staff and students, and through the support of amazing community-focused organizations like the 
LSUS Foundation. I thank you for your support of LSUS’s growth.

It is indeed a great time to be a Pilot. 

Larry Clark 
LSUS Chancellor
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SHREVEPORT FAMILY FOCUSES ON AN EDUCATION FOR EVERYONE
LSU Shreveport alumnus Mike Woods is helping open doors 
to an education for students who overcome barriers to better 
themselves.

Mike has stayed involved in higher education in numerous ways 
since his graduation from LSUS in 1975. He looked to his family’s 
example when he endowed the Dalton and Sugar Woods and 
Mike and Tracie Woods Scholarships for First-Generation 
College Students at LSUS. One in every three incoming freshmen 
at LSUS is a first-generation college student.

In 2019, he led an effort to restore state matching funds for the 
First Generation Endowed Scholarship program operated by the 
Louisiana Board of Regents, which sets policy for public colleges 
and universities in Louisiana. The board agreed to let individual 
universities decide whether to use state matching funds for 
professorships or first-generation scholarships instead of 
automatically applying the money to endowed professorships.

“I have nine first generation scholarships around the state. It is 
important to me and my family to support students this way,” 
Mike says. “I would like to see LSUS become more of a traditional 
institution and grow our undergraduate enrollment both on 
campus and online.”

Mike’s dad, Dalton, built an oil and gas business, while his 
mom, Sugar was mom to an entire neighborhood. Dalton and 
Sugar were active in community organizations and politics and 
hosted U.S. presidents at political 
events in Shreveport. Mike took 
over the family business and still 
sits at his dad’s desk every day.

Mike also continues the family 
tradition of community service. He 
was chairman of the University of 
Louisiana System Board for several 
years. He’s served as chairman of 
the LSU Alumni Association and 
the LSUS Foundation Board of 
Directors. He’s been an adjunct 
professor at LSUS, teaching classes 
on environmental law, oil and gas 
law and nonprofit management.

“My favorite memories are 
establishing lifelong relationships 
with professors, such as Dr. 
Kemp, Dr. Jimes and Dr. Ruben, 
and teaching some outstanding 
students who now lead nonprofit 
organizations in the Shreveport 
area,” Mike says.

LSUS alumnus Mike Woods is continuing his family’s 
commitment to education. His father Dalton Woods 
(pictured in the portrait behind Mike) was a long-time 
supporter of LSU and LSUS.

Mike enjoys meeting LSUS students and advocating for college students across 
Louisiana. He was instrumental in the drive to restore state matching funds for 
scholarships that benefit first-generation college students.
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A scholarship that supports student teachers arose from a 
tragedy that robbed the community of an open-hearted 
educator who helped shape the lives of hundreds of 
youngsters.

Marvin Brossette and family members created the Mary 
Edna Adams Brossette Memorial Endowed Scholarship in 
2003 after an auto accident claimed Mary Edna’s life.  The 
scholarship provides a stipend to full-time education majors 
at LSUS while they are student teachers.

Mary Edna and Marvin were looking forward to their golden 
years when another car hit theirs head-on as they traveled 
in Arkansas. At the time, Mary Edna had embraced a second 
career as supervisor of student teachers in the LSU Shreveport 
College of Education. She taught in Caddo and Bossier public 
schools for more than 30 years before she joined the LSUS 
faculty. She took joy in preparing kindergarten students for 
success in school and life.

“She knew how to love people unconditionally,” says 
Marvin. “She was dedicated to setting the right kind of 
example for her students and fellow teachers, but she was 
never judgmental. She led by example. She touched so many 
lives. I just adored her.”

Mary Edna came from a family of educators, and she was 
pursuing an education degree at Northwestern State 
University in Natchitoches when she and Marvin met in 
an English class. Romance blossomed, and they married 
a few months after Marvin proposed. Mary Edna followed 
Marvin to Louisiana Tech University in Ruston and finished 
her college education there so Marvin could earn a chemical 
engineering degree.

Marvin was the first person in his family to finish college. He 
says Mary Edna and her family influenced him to continue 
learning after college. He attended the Harvard University 
Management Leadership Program and took advantage of 
informal learning opportunities while working for UOP, a 
company that developed technology used in the refining 
and petrochemical industry.

“I saw the value of education through Mary Edna and her family,” he says. “Her mother and both her sisters are 
retired teachers. I regard education as the one of most important basics in life. I think teachers are often called 
to their professions, almost like ministers.

“We chose to support student teachers to honor Mary Edna’s work specifically because there are few scholarships 
available for college seniors,” Marvin says.

Student teaching is like a full-time job and it is difficult for a student teacher to also work, so this scholarship 
really helps. It offers much-needed financial support at a crucial time in a student teacher’s training.

A FAMILY’S GIFT CONTINUES A TEACHER’S LIFE-CHANGING LEGACY

Marvin Brossette and his family created the Mary Edna Adams 
Brossette Endowed Scholarship to support student teachers. 
Mary Edna was supervisor of student teacher at LSU Shreveport 
when an automobile accident claimed her life.

Marvin enjoys meeting and hearing from student teachers 
who have received the scholarship. More than 30 students 
have received the scholarship since 2003.

“Our family feels that the principles that Mary Edna lived by will be  
perpetuated by teachers that have been helped by this scholarship.  

The scholarship has already helped 33 teachers to obtain their degrees.” 

 Marvin Brossette 
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DOCTOR’S GIFT ENABLES STUDENTS TO PURSUE CAREERS 
IN SCIENCE AND MEDICINE

A doctor who built his academic foundation at LSU Shreveport is giving 
back to make college more affordable for students pursuing careers in 
science.

Dr. Jon Cheek recently endowed the Dr. Jon Cheek College of Sciences 
Scholarship, creating an enduring legacy for LSUS students and continuing 
his years of support for LSUS. The scholarship is open to juniors majoring in 
biology, chemistry or physics who meet grade point average requirements 
and demonstrate service to the campus and community. He also funds an 
annual Dr. Jon Cheek College of Sciences Scholarship, an award he started 
in 2005.

“It doesn’t matter where they are from, people are basically the same. 
They want a job they enjoy, to provide for their family, and to leave the 
world better than how they found it,” Jon says.

His experience as a student at LSUS in the 1980s prompted him to create 
the scholarships. 

“Before the start of my junior year, I was informed that my state-
funded scholarship was being discontinued due to budget cutbacks,” he 
recalled. “No big tragedy (for me). I just worked a summer job to make 
up the shortfall, but it did make me more aware…of the political short-
sightedness that state government takes. It planted the seed to fund a 
scholarship so that wouldn’t happen to a future student.” 

Jon applied to big-name universities 
around the United States as he prepared 
to graduate from Bossier High School. LSUS 
was the only university that told him he 
qualified for what amounted to a full ride: a tuition waiver and a scholarship to help 
cover books and supplies. 

“Staying local would save on expenses and I could graduate college with no debt,” 
he said. “Later, I found out how big a deal that was when talking with classmates 
upon medical school graduation – and how some had $100,000 debut, which was a 
big sum back then – and now.” 

He said some of his fondest memories are from Spring Fling, Fall Fest and intramural 
sports. He was also a member of the Baptist Student Union. In 1986, he was part 
of at Louisiana Baptist State Basketball Team that toured the Caribbean island of 
Guadeloupe to play local teams and perform mission work. 

Jon attended medical school at LSU School of Medicine in Shreveport, graduating in 1991, and finished his residency 
in anesthesiology at LSU Health Sciences Center in Shreveport in 1995. He practiced anesthesiology in Shreveport 
until 2018, when he moved to Knoxville, Tennessee. 

“The best career highlights were when doctors and nurses I worked with would specifically ask for me to take care 
of them and their family,” Jon said. “There isn’t a better honor or endorsement.”

Jon hopes other alumni will invest in LSUS.

LSUS alumnus Dr. Jon Cheek pursues his passion 
for obstacle course racing and other outdoor 
activities. He says the academic foundation LSUS 
provided helped him succeed in medical school 
and beyond.

Dr. Jon Cheek

“While LSUS is still relatively young, we should be soon reaching a point 
of family tradition, with successive generations graduating, and legacy 
philanthropy from highly successful alumni,” Jon said. “Having recently 

moved to a city that has those characteristics in its university, it is easy to see 
how that advances and benefits both the school and the community.”

 Dr. Jon Cheek
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Police officers from around the nation 
and Shreveport-Bossier businesses are 
honoring fallen Shreveport police officers 
through an endowed scholarship at LSU 
Shreveport.

Shreveport police Cpl. Jason Frazier, an 
LSUS alumnus, led the fundraising effort 
to create the scholarship. Jason started 
the scholarship fund after fellow officer 
Sgt. Tim Prunty was killed in the line 
of duty in 2010. Sgt. Prunty was fatally 
shot while responding to a call for help 
at a convenience store in southwest 
Shreveport.

Since then, two other Shreveport police 
officers – Officer Thomas LaValley and 
Officer Chatéri Payne – have died 
tragically. Officer LaValley was fatally 
shot while responding to a call for help 
in 2015. Officer Payne was fatally shot 
outside her home in Shreveport in 2019 
as she prepared to go to work.

Jason says Sgt. Prunty one of his mentors 
at the Shreveport Police Department.

“I spent a great deal of time, after my 
shift, learning from Tim prior to his 
starting his graveyard shift,” said Cpl. 
Frazier. “When Tim was killed it impacted 
me deeply.  Although I believe I have yet 
to do enough to live up to his legacy, I 
continue to strive for excellence in this 
profession.”

Jason says Officer LaValley’s determination to join the police 
department also inspired him. Officer LaValley wasn’t selected to 
join the department initially, but he persevered and in 2011 became 
an officer.

“He asked me what he could do to be a better candidate,” Cpl. 
Frazier recalled.  “I continued to encourage him to maintain his 
spirit of excellence and not give up just as Tim Prunty did with 
me as a mentor.  He became a servant of the citizens of the 
city of Shreveport as a result of his 
determination.

Officer Payne’s death rocked the 
department. She was a rookie, fresh 
out of the police academy, when she 
was fatally shot in her own driveway 
as she prepared to go to work on the 
night shift.

“Although I did not know Chatéri Payne 
that well, as an academy recruit, I 
saw in her the determination to work 
in excellence as a Shreveport police 
officer.  Her drive was evident,” Jason 
said.

Cpl. Frazier’s fellow officers helped 
raise money through T-shirt sales. 
Mike Billings, owner of the Dixie Corn 
Maze in north Caddo Parish supported 
the effort from the start. Shreveport 
police and firefighters also raised 
money through the Turkey Bowl, an 
interdepartmental flag football game.

Law enforcement officers from around the United States contributed 
to the fund. In 2019,  the LSUS Foundation donated $500 to bring 
the fund to the $10,000 level required for an endowed scholarship.

“We are honored that Cpl. Frazier chose LSU Shreveport to establish 
the scholarship,” said Laura Perdue, LSUS Foundation executive 
director. “The fallen officers honored by this scholarship are 
remembered for their legacy of service. Awarding this scholarship 
to deserving students will remind us all of the sacrifices our law 
enforcement officers make every day as they strive to keep us and 
the community safe.”

The scholarship is open to full-time juniors and seniors majoring 
in criminal justice at LSUS. Students must maintain a grade point 
average of 3.0 or higher. Preference will be given to family members 
of fallen Shreveport police officers; immediate family members in 
law enforcement; and students who have a family connection of 
any sort to law enforcement. Scholarship recipients must perform 
80 hours of community service with a nonprofit organization to 
which they have no ties.

Students will be able to renew the scholarship once, as long as they 
meet the grade point average requirement. Students who renew 
the scholarship must perform 40 hours of community service. 

LSUS Chancellor Larry Clark said LSUS is honored to be part of 
the tribute to Shreveport police officers who made the ultimate 
sacrifice.

SCHOLARSHIP HONORS SHREVEPORT POLICE 
WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES TO SERVE AND PROTECT

Officer Chatéri Payne

Officer Thomas LaValley

Sgt. Tim Prunty

Shreveport police Cpl. Jason Frazier (second from left), an LSUS alumnus, led the fundraising 
effort to create a scholarship honoring three fallen fellow officers.  The scholarship, 
endowed in 2019, is open to LSUS juniors and seniors majoring in criminal justice.

“This academic scholarship honors remarkable fallen 
City of Shreveport police officers, including Sgt. Tim 
Prunty, Officer Thomas LaValley and Officer Chatéri 
Payne. This scholarship is a great tribute to these 
individuals who put service before self. It assures 
that their legacy will be known, honored and 
respected for years to come by future LSUS criminal 
justice students privileged to receive it. LSUS thanks 
the family, friends and community supporters who 
made it possible.”  

         LSUS Chancellor Larry Clark
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‘FORKLIFT PHILANTHROPIST’ GUARANTEES ACCESS 
TO EDUCATION FOR GENERATIONS TO COME

Shreveport native Matel “Matt” Dawson Jr. (center) visited LSUS often after endowing scholarships 
to meet recipients and share his philosophy about the value of education. Dawson amassed a 
fortune by living frugally and donated to numerous organizations during his life.

Former LSUS Chancellor Vince Marsala presented Matt 
Dawson with an honorary doctorate, one of the many 
accolades Matt received for his philanthropic activities.

A forklift operator at Ford Motor Co., Matt donated $300,000 to LSU Shreveport to endow the Matel and Bessie Hall 
Dawson Scholarship, the Matel Dawson Jr. Scholarship and the Ned and Kitty Dawson Scholarship. At the time 
of his first gift in 1997, it was the largest personal donation for scholarships in the university’s history. Former LSUS 
Chancellor Vince Marsala noted that more than 60 percent of LSUS students at that time worked while attending 
college, and the scholarship would help them afford to earn a degree.

Matt also endowed scholarships at Wayne State University and gave to the United Negro College Fund. He donated 
more than $1 million to universities and charities around the United States before his death in 2002 at the age of 81, 
earning him the nickname of “The Forklift Philanthropist.”

Matt was born in Shreveport in 1921, the fifth of seven 
children. His father worked as a groundskeeper and 
eventually rose from dishwasher to head cook at a local 
hospital. His mother took in laundry. Mat dropped out 
of school after ninth grade to help support his family 
and, in 1940, moved to Detroit, where he got a job at 
a Ford plant. He saved his money and invested in Ford 
stock. 

He worked at Ford for 60 years and picked up extra 
shifts on weekends and holidays to add to his nest 
egg. He never took a vacation, lived in a modest 
one-bedroom apartment and drove an older-model 
car. Matt said he learned the value of thrift from his 
mother, who accumulated $6,000 in savings before 
she passed away.

Matt visited LSUS several times in conjunction with Black 
History Month to personally congratulate scholarship 
recipients and encourage them to persevere in spite of 
challenges. 

“Get in the books and stay in the books,” he advised 
students. “There will be barricades, but you have to 
have determination.”

Matel “Matt” 
Dawson Jr.’s 
generosity 
has helped 
scores of 
college 
students 
achieve a 
degree and 
pursue their 
dreams.
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ALUMNUS AIMS TO HELP STUDENT-ATHLETES ACHIEVE A DEGREE
A baseball player, Dr. Jason 
Penry wanted to continue 
pitching and complete 
his degree after attending 
junior college in Texas. 
LSUS made him the best 
offer so he played with the 
Pilots until his graduation 
in 2001. Along the way, he 
became involved in student 
government, ultimately serving as SGA president, and learned the impact of giving.

“LSUS greatly influenced my professional life. It is where I learned about the 
power and joy of philanthropy through Chancellor Vince Marsala and the great 
LSUS philanthropist Matel Dawson, Jr.,” Jason says. “While I was at LSUS in 1999, 
the Chronicle of Higher Education highlighted Mr. Dawson in an article titled, 
“Forklift Driver Has Given Almost $1-Million to Colleges.” I saved the article. In the 
piece, Mr. Dawson said, ‘We’ve got to prepare this young generation for the future. 
I choose education because that’s the only way we can get things done.’  His story 
was incredibly inspiring to me then and is even more inspiring today.”

More than a decade later, Jason is an assistant vice president at the Texas A&M 
Foundation overseeing development operations. In December 2020, Texas A&M 
completed a $4.25 billion campaign.

 Previously, he served as vice chancellor of advancement at the Arkansas State University for over six years. Before 
he was appointed vice chancellor in 2013, he served as university chief of staff for a year. Starting in that role, he 
spearheaded a collaborative effort to start the second medical school in the state.  The medical school, the first in 
Arkansas in over 100 years, opened in August 2016 for its inaugural class of 115 students.

 During his tenure at Arkansas State, the university achieved six of the seven greatest giving years in the institution’s 
110-year history. Further, A-State secured 77 of the top 150 largest gifts ever received. Team accomplishments also 
include the recording of the best alumni giving rate in the university’s history, which was also best among its 

conference peer group.

Before joining Arkansas State, Jason served in development roles with Texas 
A&M University, Oklahoma State University and then within the Texas Tech 
University System. With each role, he was part of successful $1 billion capital 
campaigns. 

Jason holds his Ph.D. in higher education administration from Texas A&M 
University. He earned a master’s degree from Louisiana State University in 
Baton Rouge and a bachelor’s degree from LSU-Shreveport.

In 2015, he committed to creating the Jason Penry Endowed Scholarship at 
LSUS and fulfilled the commitment four years later. 

He’s still passionate about baseball. In 2019-20, he served as chair of the 
board for the College Baseball Foundation, which governs the national college 
baseball hall of fame. He was the chair of the board when the hall of fame 
induction ceremony in 2019 was held in Baton Rouge.

“I enjoy helping others now, especially those individuals that want to grow 
as professionals. With the help of many, in 2018 we launched the Surefire 
Baseball Forum. Six coaches that have attended eventually secure their first 
NCAA Division I head coaching position. That brings me joy,” he says.

Jason also wants to share the value of philanthropy with the next generation 
of supporters.

“Years from now, I hope to teach fundraising in a university setting,” Jason 
says. “Philanthropy is noble and relatively young when compared to other 
professions.”

Higher education development 
professional Jason Penry spear-
headed a collaborative effort to 
start a medical school at Arkansas 
State University. The school opened 
in 2016.

LSUS alumnus Jason Penry, right, 
played for the Pilots baseball team in 
college and remains passionate about 
the sport. He met retired pro pitcher 
Billy Wagner, left, at a College Baseball 
Foundation event in 2019.

A scholarship forged Dr. Jason 
Penry’s connection with LSU 

Shreveport, and now he’s funding 
an endowment to create those same 

connections for other students.
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ALUMNI GIFTS NURTURE THE NEXT GENERATION OF PILOTS
The LSUS Alumni Association is 
committed to making a college 
degree affordable for every 
student while growing the 
ranks of proud Pilot graduates.

The organization supports 
several scholarships, including 
the Alumni Association 
Endowed Undergraduate 
Scholarship provides four 
$1,000 scholarships annually to 
deserving juniors or seniors in 
each of the colleges or academic 
disciplines at LSU Shreveport. 

Students who receive the 
scholarships are working 
towards degrees in everything 
from education to pre-
medicine, and the scholarships 
help them avoid additional 
costs as they prepare to enter the workforce or pursue additional education.

Laura Beeman Nugent, Executive Director of the LSU 
Shreveport Alumni Association says scholarships are an 
integral part of the organization’s mission.

“Knowing that the legacy of support is connected directly 
between those who have graduated and those who will 
graduate is important. We want to make certain we are 
supporting students on campus and alleviating financial 
burdens in to ensure their success,” she explained.

A new LSUS Alumni Association First Generation Endowed 
Scholarship will help even more students. One in three 
LSUS students is a first-generation college student.

“First generation students represent an acknowledgment that higher 
learning is tantamount to greater achievements and lifetime earnings,” 
said Keith Perkins, president of the LSUS Alumni Association. “They also 
set an example for future generations which further benefits society as a 
whole.” 

LSUS alumnus Claiborne Sharp is a long-time supporter of alumni 
association scholarships and has been involved with the university as a 
student, faculty member and cheerleader for 47 of his 63 years.

Claiborne took his first class – a real estate short course – at LSUS in 1974 
while still in high school. He entered LSUS as a full-time freshman in 1976 
and graduated with a bachelor’s degree in computer science in 1983. He 
also earned an MBA at LSUS and has worked as a full- and part-time faculty 
member since the mid-1980s.

“When I started in 1976, tuition had just gone up from $ 150 to $ 190 per semester. I could make tuition in a couple of summer 
work weeks,” Claiborne says. “Now when you look at tuition, it takes a lot more work. The only way to raise the education 
level of the state is to have more students with degrees. This is why I support scholarships.”

The LSU Shreveport Alumni Association will focus on efforts in the coming fiscal year to increase the number of dollars 
dedicated to its scholarships to aid more of the student population. Funds generated from events like the Pilot Classic Golf 
Tournament and the newest offering, Revvin’ with Rev Car show, support the scholarship funds. To date, more than 135 
students have received alumni association scholarships totaling more than $220,000.

“On behalf of the LSU Shreveport Alumni Association, I extend our sincerest thanks to the individuals who support the 
LSU Shreveport Alumni Association and grant us the opportunity to impact students’ lives on the LSU Shreveport campus 
positively. We would not be afforded that opportunity without your support,” Beeman Nugent said.

The LSUS Alumni Association awards at least four scholarships each year to LSUS students.

Claiborne Sharp has spent 47 of his 63 years 
involved with LSU Shreveport, first as a student, 
then as a faculty member and supporter.
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FIRST-GENERATION COLLEGE STUDENT 
FOCUSED ON MAKING EDUCATION AFFORDABLE

George was the first person in his family to finish 
college, earning a degree in petroleum engineering 
from LSU in 1951. Like many LSUS students, he worked 
his way through college, cleaning tables at LSU so he 
could eat in the cafeteria.

He supported many local education initiatives, including the LaPREP program at LSUS that encourages 
middle school students to pursue college degrees in math and science. He endowed the George A. Khoury 
Jr. Scholarship for Full-time Students in Education and the George A. Khoury Jr. Endowed Scholarship for 
Part-time Students in Education in addition to professorships at LSU Shreveport. He also made significant 
gifts to Southern University-Shreveport.

George’s parents, George A. Khoury Sr. and Regina Khoury, immigrated to the United States from Lebanon. 
George started Khoury Candy Co. in Shreveport in 1931 with $5.10 in cash, a sack of peanuts and a bag 
of sugar. The Khoury family operated the business for more than 40 years, cooking up peanut patties 
by hand.

George’s degree took him far beyond the candy kitchen and Northwest Louisiana. He worked in Egypt, 
Norway, Japan and Myanmar before retiring in Shreveport. He remained active in the community until he 
passed away in 2018.

George A. Khoury Jr.  
encouraged students of all  

ages to earn a college degree.

George A. Khoury Jr., (at left in group) was the son of immigrants and the first in his family to go to college. He 
endowed scholarships and professorships at LSU Shreveport and supported numerous other LSUS projects.
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In Memoriam

LSU Shreveport is mourning the loss of Dr. Amy Oakes Wren, who passed away 
unexpectedly at her home April 10, 2021.

Amy was department chair for Accounting and Business Law and an associate professor.

A graduate of St. Vincent Academy in Shreveport, she earned a bachelor’s degree and J.D. 
from the University of Arkansas. She was a huge Razorbacks fan.

Amy began her journey with LSUS in 1991 in the College of Business as a temporary instructor 
in the Department of Management and Marketing.  In 1992, she was hired as a tenure-
track assistant professor in the Department of Accounting and Business Law.  Amy was 
promoted to the rank of associate professor in August 1998 and later became department 
chair in August 2018.  She hosted students for many years on trips abroad, including trips 
to Germany and Sydney, Australia.  She was actively involved on campus, including serving 
on the University Hearing Panel, the Policy and Personnel Committee and various search 
committees. Amy was completing her 30th year of service to LSUS this academic year.

She is survived by her spouse, Brad Wren, her two sons, Bradley and Will Wren and her daughter and son-in-law, Emily and 
Stephen Feazel, and one grandson, Callum Feazel.

COVID-19 claimed the life of Dr. Al McKinney on September 20, 2020.
Dr. McKinney joined the LSU Shreveport faculty in 1974 as an associate professor of science 
and mathematics. Throughout his career at LSUS, he served in many capacities, including 
director of academic and administrative computing, professor and chair of Computer Science, 
director of the Master’s Program in Systems Technology and dean of the College of Sciences.

He earned a bacheor’s degree at Louisiana Tech University in 1959 and earned a master’s 
degree at Louisiana Tech in 1961. He received his doctoral degree in mathematics/computer 
science from the University of Oklahoma in Norman, Oklahoma, in 1972.

He also taught at Centenary College in Shreveport and Taylor University in Upland, Indiana. 

He most recently served as interim chair of Computer Science and director of the Master of 
Science in Computer Systems Technology Program at LSUS until he retired in May 2020.

He earned a bacheor’s degree at Louisiana Tech University in 1959 and earned a master’s 
degree at Louisiana Tech in 1961. He received his doctoral degree in mathematics/computer 

science from the University of Oklahoma in Norman, Oklahoma, in 1972. He continued studying throughout his career, delving into 
computer graphics and artificial intelligence, among other topics.

Dr. Tara Williams-Hart lost her battle with cancer August 25, 2020.
Dr. Williams-Hart returned to her roots when she joined the LSU Shreveport faculty in 2003. 
A graduate of Caddo Magnet High School in Shreveport, she earned a bachelor’s degree in 
natural sciences with a biology concentration from Spelman College in 1994.  She earned 
her master’s degree in biochemistry and molecular biology in 2000 and her doctorate in 
biochemistry and molecular biology in 2003.

She was a professor in the LSUS Department of Biological Sciences, where she mentored 
future science professionals. She earned numerous Excellence in Teaching awards and held 
memberships in leadership and scientific honor societies.

Her research into molecular genetics using Saccharomyces cerevisiae (budding yeast) as a 
model organism was published in numerous scientific journals, and she was designated 
a “Distinguished Researcher” with the Louisiana Biomedical Research Network and the 
National Institutes of Health.

If you would like to contribute to these memorial scholarship funds, 
please visit our website, www.lsusfoundation.org
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WAYS TO GIVE
There are several ways to help LSU Shreveport students achieve the dream of a degree.

“This degree is for my daughter Grace 
Reign.  May you always know that you can 

accomplish ANYTHING that you set your  
mind to. May my ceiling be your floor.”

“Thank you to my family for your 
patience, support, and love!”  

Be on our guard; stand firm in the 
faith; be courageous; be strong. 1 

Corinthians 16:13

“Thank you to everyone who helped me 
get to this point especially my parents.  

Congratulations graduates for showing true 
grit to earn this achievement!”

Ansha’La Janae Braswell

Master of Business Administration

Elicia Barrientos

Master of Business Administration

Britney Marguerite Blythe

Master of Business Administration

An endowed scholarship can be established with a minimum corpus, or initial gift, of $25,000.  The initial gift will be 
invested for perpetuity.  The earnings will provide the funds for scholarships, which is currently 4.5 percent of a five year 
rolling average. Because the initial gift is never spent, your donation will grow and, over time, award even more scholar-
ships to deserving students. As the donor you have naming rights and get to identify the area of focus for the award. There 
are currently matching opportunities at the $80,000 gift level. 

Establish an Annual Scholarship

Our annual scholarships can be 
established with a donation of $3,000, 
providing a $1,000-a-year scholarship 
for three consecutive years. We hope, 
after seeing the impact you gift makes 
on the student(s), you will choose to 
continue to fund the scholarship. As 
the donor, you may name the award 
and identify the area of study for 
support.

For additional information on any of the opportunities above, please contact  
LSUS Foundation Executive Director Laura Perdue at Laura.Perdue@lsus.edu 318.797.5257.

Planned Giving

We hope you will think of LSU 
Shreveport as you organize your 
estate. Many scholarships have 
been established through wills 
and even donated insurance 
policies. You can make a big 
difference in the future of LSU 
Shreveport students through your 
estate planning today!

Gifts of Stock

Perhaps you have investments 
that are maturing? You can 
avoid a capital gains tax and 
take a charitable deduction by 
establishing a scholarship with a 
gift of stocks. You can name the 
scholarship and identify the area 
of study to support. 
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 » AEP SWEPCO Foundation Computer Science Scholarship for Graduate Students
 » AEP/ SWEPCO Foundation Computer Science Scholarship for Undergraduate Students
 » Alpha Omega Laser, Inc. Computer Sciences Endowed Scholarship
 » Ann Welsh Terzia Gardner Endowed Scholarship
 » Annie Lowe Stiles Endowed Scholarship
 » B.E. Tabarlet Endowed Scholarship
 » Bennett Christopher Mangin Memorial Endowed Scholarship
 » Bobbie Cate Hicks Endowed Scholarship for Top Scholars
 » Brookshire’s Focus on the Future Endowed Scholarship
 » Carroll and Anna Hoffpauir Endowed Scholarship
 » Community Foundation American Studies Scholarship
 » Cory Katherine Hiers MLA Endowed Scholarship
 » Dalton J. & Sugar Woods Endowed Scholarship for First Generation College Students
 » Daniel S. Sklar Endowed Merit Scholarship for Computer Science
 » Daniel Sklar Endowed Merit Scholarship for Business
 » Doris Adair Howe Kilkuskie Endowed Scholarship  
 » Doris A. Kilkuskie Endowed Scholarship  
 » Dr. Jon Cheek College of Sciences Endowed Scholarship
 » Dr. Lacy and Edie Williams Endowed Scholarship for Top Scholars
 » Dr. Lane and Maurie Rosen Endowed Scholarship in Health Sciences
 » Dr. Phillip & Alma Rozeman Endowed Scholarship for First Generation College Students
 » E. Berton Heard Memorial Endowed Scholarship
 » Earl Gray and Dorothy Adams McCalla Endowed Scholarship in Education
 » Educational Leadership Graduate Fellowship in Memory of Betsy and Martha Trusty
 » Elaine Williams Parker Endowed Scholarship in Education
 » Eric J. Brock Memorial Endowed Scholarship
 » Founding Chancellor Donald Shipp Jr. Endowed Scholarship
 » Frank Katzenstein Memorial Endowed Scholarship
 » Fred & Sybil Patten Pilot Endowed Scholarship
 » Gary K. Brashier Chemistry Memorial Endowed Scholarship
 » George & Myrtle Evans Endowed Scholarship in Psychology
 » George A. Khoury, Jr. Endowed Scholarship
 » Helen & Frank Katzenstein Memorial Scholarship
 » Herman & Renae Chandler Endowed Scholarship for First Generation College Students
 » H.F. Sockrider Endowed Scholarship
 » Insurance Professionals of Shreveport/Bossier Endowed Scholarship
 » Isabel and Dadie Goldman Foundation Endowed Scholarship
 » J. P. Morgan Chase Endowed Scholarship in the College of Sciences
 » Jason Penry Endowed Scholarship
 » Jeanne Jackson Endowed Scholarship in Psychology
 » Jimmie N. Smith Endowed Graduate Scholarship
 » John & Ann Ballard Endowed Scholarship  
 » John & Ann Ballard Top Scholar Endowed Scholarship  
 » John & Joanna Magale Endowed Scholarship for Business
 » John & Joanna Magale Endowed Scholarship for Education and Human Development
 » John & Joanna Magale Endowed Scholarship for Liberal Arts

Endowed Scholarships



 » John & Joanna Magale Endowed Scholarship for Sciences
 » John Good Family Endowed Scholarship in Accounting
 » John T. & Elizabeth S. McBride Endowed Scholarship
 » Jonathan Travis Enders Endowed Scholarship
 » Kathie G. Troquille Memorial Endowed Scholarship
 » KPMG Peat Marwick Main Endowed Scholarship
 » Kurt M. Pickett Endowed Scholarship
 » Louis and Rose Van Thyn Scholarship
 » LSUS Alumni Association Endowed Scholarship for Business
 » LSUS Alumni Association Endowed Scholarship for Education and Human Development
 » LSUS Alumni Associaiton Endowed Scholarship for First Generation Students
 » LSUS Alumni Association Endowed Scholarship for Liberal Arts
 » LSUS Alumni Association Endowed Scholarship for Sciences
 » Maedean Emerson and Emerson Wallis Jr. Endowed Scholarship
 » Marge Kozak Memorial Endowed Scholarship
 » Margery Norton Endowed Scholarship
 » Mary Edna Adams Brossette Memorial Endowed Scholarship
 » Matel & Bessie Hall Dawson Endowed Scholarship
 » Matel Dawson, Jr. Endowed Scholarship
 » Michael and Tracie Woods Endowed Scholarship for First Generation College Students
 » Neal Dlin Memorial Endowed Scholarship
 » Ned and Kittie Dawson Endowed Scholarship
 » Northwest Louisiana PC Users Group
 » Race to Win Top Scholar Endowed Scholarship 
 » Re/Max Executive Realty Endowed Scholarship
 » Reet Lawhon Endowed Scholarship
 » Roddy Spigener Endowed Scholarship
 » Ruth H. Noel Endowed Scholarship
 » Salvadore & Kendra Miletelio Endowed Scholarship for 

First Generation College Students
 » Samuel E. Smith Memorial Endowed Scholarship
 » Shreveport Bossier Better Business Bureau Endowed Scholarship
 » Shreveport Fallen Officers Endowed Scholarship
 » Shreveport Historic Preservation Society
 » Southwest Shreveport Rotary Club Tabarlet Education Award
 » The Alta & John Franks Foundation Endowed Scholarship for  

First Generation College Students  
 » The John & Cheryl Good Charitable Foundation Endowed Scholarship for  

First Generation College Students
 » Traffic & Transportation Endowed Scholarship
 » Travis A. White Endowed Scholarship
 » Vincent J. Marsala Alpha Guarde Endoowed Scholarship
 » Walter Lamb Endowed Scholarship
 » Walter O. Bigby Endowed Scholarship
 » Wesson-Bridger Endowed Scholarship
 » William N. & Marie L. Lyle Endowed Scholarship
 » Willis M. and Lillene M. Herring Pre-Nursing Endowed Scholarship
 » Woodman Life Chapter 54 Endowed Scholarship
 » Woody and Ann Wilson Endowed Scholarship



FOUNDATION

The LSUS Foundation 
awarded donor-funded 
scholarships totaling more 
than $400,000 in the 
2020-21 academic year.




