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THE SPRING STREET MUSEUM HAS A NEW PHONE NUMBER: 318-562-3128
Visit the museum online at http://springstreetmuseum.org/ to view virtual exhibits.

The Friends of the Spring Street Museum will host 
author Wesley Harris on Tuesday, February  8, 2022 
for a talk about World War II intrigue that played out 
right here in North Louisiana.
Harris is the author of “A Fish Out of Water”, which 
documents the capture of the U-505 German 
submarine, two Enigma machines and its crew during 
World War II. Harris will describe how that event 
literally changed the outcome of the war and how 
more than 50 German crew members ended up at a 
huge prisoner of war camp in Ruston.
Some of the details surrounding this chapter in history 
could come from the pages of a novel – but they’re all 
true – and Harris’ extensive research bring to life a 
story you have never heard before!
Harris is the author of several books and hundreds of 
history articles. A retired criminal justice professional,  
Harris holds a B.S. in education with a minor in 

history and a master’s degree 
in Human Relations  from 
Louisiana Tech University. 
He  a l s o  s e r v e s   o n  t h e 
Criminal Justice faculty of the 
University of Phoenix.
He now works at the Claiborne Parish Library and is 
writing a second book about 
the German POWs who were 
interned in Ruston. That book 
is scheduled for release in the 
fall of 2022.
Proceeds from the event 
support the LSUS Foundation 
Spr ing Street  Museum. 
The museum showcases 
Shreveport’s early history and 
hosts lectures on topics of 
local and regional interest.

North Louisiana author will share 
a story of World War II intrigue

Wesley Harris

German prisoners of war built this 
miniature castle outside a barracks at a 
POW camp in Ruston.

The American flag flies triumphantly on 
U-505 after the U.S. Navy captured the 
German submarine in 1944.

LET’S KEEP 
IN TOUCH!

If you go
What:  ‘A Fish Out of Water’
When:  10:30 a.m. February 8, 2022
Where: LSUS University Center Theatre, 
 One University Place, Shreveport
Cost:  $25 per person
Make checks payable to the LSUS Foundation and mail to 
Rebecca Miller, 3090 Dartmoor Court, Shreveport, LA 71115 or 
go to www.lsusfoundation.org to buy tickets online.



New scholarship will encourage students to 
pursue museum management careers
A generous gift of $50,000 from the Friends of the Spring Street 
Museum will endow a new scholarship for LSU Shreveport 
students majoring in history and nonprofit management.

The Friends group raises money to support the LSUS Foundation 
Spring Street Museum and promotes activities at the museum. 
The museum showcases Shreveport’s early history and offers 
special exhibits on historical topics and current events. The LSUS 
Foundation operates the museum on behalf of LSU Shreveport.

The university is developing academic programs related to 
museum operations and museum management. In the past two 
years, seven LSUS students have interned at the museum.

The Friends of the Spring Street Museum Executive Committee 
approved the scholarship endowment in October. The executive 
committee is composed of Chair Lissa Grounsell, Vice-Chair 

Rebecca Miller, Secretary Judy Chidlow, Treasurer Libby 
Wibker, National Society of Colonial Dames of America Liaison 
Susan Cage, Membership Chair Alison Touchstone and LSUS 
Foundation Board Liaison Susan Hardtner. Janie Richardson and 
Charlotte Walter, who represent the Helen Mann Fund Board, 
also serve on the committee.

The endowment will generate income to fund scholarships for 
LSUS undergraduate and graduate students pursuing degrees in 
history or nonprofit management. The first $1,500 scholarship 
will be given in the fall of 2022.

“This funding is made possible by the loyal support of the Friends 
of the Spring Street Museum,” said Lissa Grounsell, president of 
the Friends advisory committee. “We want to encourage students 
to pursue a career in museum management.”

LSUS Foundation Spring Street Museum helps 
LSUS alumna develop career focus
LSUS alumna Katelyn Woodel (Class of 2018) used her 
experiences at the LSUS Foundation Spring Street Museum 
to earn a master’s degree in history and focus on a future in 
museum operations.

Woodel, of Marthaville, interned at the museum while 
pursuing an undergraduate degree in history at LSUS. After 
entering graduate school at the University of New Orleans, 
she conducted research and created an exhibit at the museum 
to write her master’s thesis.

“During my internship, we jumped in the very first day. We 
started restoring some old pieces they had at the museum. 
I spent a couple of weeks working on this decorative cover 
for a fireplace. It was green when we got it and I cleaned it,” 
Woodel said. “The curator, Marty (Loschen) was great. He let 
me be part of a little bit of everything at the museum. A lot of 
times when you’re at 
a bigger museum for 
an internship, you 
might do only one 
thing.”

She also interned 
at the World War 
II Museum in New 
Orleans ,  where 
she  focused on 
digitizing photos in 

the museum collection. That work also encouraged her to 
concentrate on military history for her master’s degree – and 
the topic led her back to the Spring Street Museum.

“My thesis was on Shreveport during World War II. I had 
an exhibit go up at the Spring Street Museum as part of it 
and I built a website around my exhibit,” Woodel said. “I did 
research at the museum. People don’t realize this, but they 
have a pretty large collection of artifacts and documents.”

She planned to take a job at the World War II Museum after 
graduating from UNO in 2020, but the museum cut staffing 
because of Covid. Now Woodel is teaching first-graders at a 
South Louisiana elementary school while she looks for a job 
at a museum.

“My dream would be to work in the education department 
of a museum because I really do love teaching. From what 

I’ve seen at school, 
students feel like 
history is not 
important,” she 
said. “I think it’s 
important for all 
of us to realize 
the significance of 
what has happened 
in our past.”



LEH grant will help underwrite 
new exhibit at Spring Street Museum
A 2021 Rebirth Grant from the Louisiana Endowment for 
the Humanities will help the LSUS Foundation Spring Street 
Museum highlight Shreveport’s Jewish heritage.

LSU Shreveport history professor Dr. Cheryl White says the 
$5,000 grant will go towards a new exhibit, a new media center 
in the museum, printed materials and public presentations. 
Dr. White holds the Yancey Strain Endowed Curatorship for 
the museum.

The LEH funding has been provided by the National 
Endowment for the Humanities as part of the American 
Rescue Plan and the NEH Sustaining the Humanities through 
the American Rescue Plan initiative.

“The museum features a collection of historical archives and 
artifacts from early Shreveport, including a depository of early 
Jewish history,” Dr. White said. “This is an underrepresented 
story in the museum’s public displays, and this project seeks 
to develop a permanent exhibit that can also be shared 
in digital/virtual format, anchored by public lectures to 
introduce the exhibit.”

About a dozen Jewish families were living in Shreveport 
in the mid-1800s, and they organized the city’s first Jewish 
congregation in 1857. That congregation would be the first in 
Louisiana outside the city of New Orleans. The congregation 
would evolve into B’nai Zion, which was formally established 
in 1870.

The grant-funded research project includes a collaboration 
with Sanctuary Arts, a stained glass studio, which is working 
to restore the original B’nai Zion Jewish temple in downtown 
Shreveport. The temple has stained glass windows designed 
by artist John La Farge of New York. La Farge collaborated 
with and competed with stained glass artist Louis Tiffany.

“These windows have not been shared with the public for 
a generation and as part of this project, large posters of 
them would be incorporated into a public lecture series 
and temporary exhibit, to be accompanied by a full-color 
booklet,” Dr. White said.

The B’nai Zion temple was built in downtown Shreveport in the 
early 20th century and was a religious center for Shreveport’s 
Jewish community until the congregation moved to a new location 
in the 1950s.

B’nai Zion temple today. An effort is underway to restore the 
building.

The Jewish Heritage Exhibit will open in March 
2022, and related events will take place between 
March and May.



A huge thank-you to everyone for making our membership drive a success! We have 98 members this 
year, a total that includes 30 new members. Your memberships and gifts helped us raise more than $7,000 to support 
the LSUS Foundation Spring Street Museum and its programs.
We also appreciate your support of our annual meeting and member luncheon in September. During the luncheon, 
LSU Shreveport Chancellor Larry Clark updated us on the partnership between the university, the LSUS Foundation 
Spring Street Museum and the Friends group.
Clark said the Friends group is a valuable resource the museum and university.
“You are still engaged and involved. You have dreams for the museum as well,” Clark told the Friends members. “We 
couldn’t be happier with your support.”
We welcome anyone interested in preserving history, and we have membership levels for everyone. Sign up today!

2022 Membership Information
Student nn $15.00
Individual nn $35.00
Family nn $50.00
Special Friend nn $150.00
Patron nn $1000.00+
Other nn _________
Memberships and gifts of $250 
or more qualify you for a one-
year membership in the LSUS 
Foundation. Make checks payable 
to the LSUS Foundation. Return 
this form and payment to: LSUS 
FOUNDATION, One University 
Place, Shreveport, LA 71115

Contact us at: 
FriendsofSpringStreetMuseum@gmail.com

I am interested in volunteering with the Friends in the 
following area: 

	 n		 n	Special Events 

	 n		 n	Fundraising

n	n	Membership

n	n	Friends Committee

Please print your full name and address as you wish it to appear in our listing.

Name  _________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________

Telephone _____________________________________________ 

 (h) ________________________________________________

 (c) ________________________________________________

Email  _________________________________________________

!

Friends of the Spring Street Museum members 
and community supporters gathered for their 
annual meeting and luncheon in September.

Friends of the Spring Street Museum officers 
include (from left) National Society of Colonial 
Dames of America Liaison Susan Cage, 
Membership Chair Alison Touchstone, Chair 
Lissa Grounsell and Vice Chair Rebecca Miller. 
(Not pictured: Secretary Judy Chidlow and 
Treasurer Libby Wibker) 

The Friends of the Spring Street 
Museum honored Life Members 
(from left) Susan Hardtner, Susan 
Cage, Steve Yancey and Charlotte 
Walter during a membership luncheon 
in September. (Not pictured: Lynn 
Yancey)


