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FOREWORD
YOUR support is helping LSU Shreveport expand its role to embrace learners of 
all ages.

We have emerged stronger than ever from the Covid pandemic, with new 
energy, new ideas and new faculty members like Dr. Heather Carpenter, director 
of the LSUS Institute for Nonprofit Administration and Research. Under her 
guidance, the institute is building even more partnerships with the nonprofit 
sector and the community.

LSUS students continue exceling in the classroom. Three LSUS MBA students took 
first place in the 7th Annual STR Market Study Competition – earning a cash prize 
for themselves and international recognition for the university! 

Support from our generous donors in the form of endowed scholarships 
can literally help these dreams come true! An endowed scholarship award 
recognizes a student’s commitment to earning a degree and his or her service 
to the community.

We are grateful for new donors like Patty Lemoine (class of ’87) who recognize 
the life-changing power of a college degree. Patty’s gift honors her family and 
offers an incentive for students – especially women – who are striving to better 
themselves.

This spring, we also celebrate lasting legacies, including that of Dr. Carlos 
Spaht, who served the university and community for his entire 50-year career. 
Dr. Spaht founded and directed LaPREP, a ground-breaking program for 
middle-school students that focused on math and science long before STEM 
became a buzzword. 

Dr. Spaht’s retirement in June will leave a void on campus, but substantial 
endowments guarantee the LaPREP program can continue. AEP-SWEPCO and The 
Community Foundation of North Louisiana are among those that have pledged 
support since LaPREP started in 1991.

Ninety-eight cents of every dollar managed by the foundation directly supports 
the university.  Endowments are a gift in perpetuity, and the LSUS Foundation 
is committed to ensuring the funds will provide income to support LSUS faculty 
and students for generations to come.

Laura Perdue
LSUS Foundation Executive Director
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A LETTER FROM THE CHANCELLOR
Dear LSUS Foundation Supporters, 

As the 2021-2022 academic year comes to a close, the LSUS family 
is thriving in many respects. Across the university there have 
been amazing examples of organizational, student, faculty, staff, 
and alumni excellence, showing the breadth of the academic, 
community, and global impact of the Pilot family. 

From an organizational perspective, we have made strides in our 
efforts to increase diversity on campus through our Office of Diversity, 
Inclusion and Community Engagement, led by Dr. Kenna Franklin. 
We have continued to increase programming and support of minority 
groups on campus, which is vital to the growth and evolution of our 
university as a welcoming, supportive environment for all Pilots. It is 
worth noting that last year LSUS awarded graduate degrees to more 
African American students than any other university in the state. 

Our current students continue earning awards at regional and national competitions. LSUS students received 
multiple awards at the 20th Annual Louisiana Biomedical Research Network Meeting, and Pilots placed in seven 
categories of the 2022 Shreveport-Bossier American Advertising Awards. Our Debate team continued its legacy of 
excellence with multiple tournament and individual wins.

Our student-athletes continue to rise to the occasion in the classroom with a 3.04 GPA for the fall 2021 semester, 
along with their success on the field of play. The Pilots men’s basketball team clinched the NAIA championship 
this year, and the baseball team is number one in the Red River Athletic Conference going into the conference 
championship in May.

Among the faculty and staff there have been many notable achievements this year. Dr. Cheryl White’s 
documentary, “The Five Priests,” was an official selection at the Cannes International Film Festival. Dr. Urska 
Cvek is currently participating in a NASA funded project with researchers from LSU Health Shreveport to develop 
a novel single-cell biodosimetry for brain genomic instability and neurodegeneration to predict clinical health 
outcomes in human spaceflight crews.

LSUS is planning a new 1600-square-foot Science Research annex to support efforts like these. The  facility will 
house a number of ongoing research programs and give LSUS students hands-on research experience that will 
help them obtain admission to medical and 
graduate schools. 

As always, many of the achievements I have 
listed above would not be possible without 
the support of the LSUS Foundation and its 
members. I would like to thank each of you 
for supporting the continued growth of the 
university and the global Pilot family. 

 

With Pilot Pride,

   

Larry Clark  
LSUS Chancellor
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NEW SCHOLARSHIP WILL HELP 
LSUS STUDENTS LAY THE FOUNDATION 

FOR A BETTER LIFE

Patty Lemoine (class of ’87) says earning 
a college degree changed her life for the 
better and put her on the path to a career in 
accounting. She says the scrapbook containing 
her graduation memories and mementos is one 
of her treasurers.

Patty still wears her class ring from LSUS.

Snapshots capture Patty’s graduation 
celebration with her mother and other family 

members.

LSUS alum Patty Lemoine wants to help others experience the life-
changing power of a college degree.

Lemoine’s generous gifts has established the Kimberly Rae and 
Carolyn Denise Lemoine Scholarship, which honors her younger 
sisters who passed away as infants. The scholarship will be available 
to LSUS students majoring in math and science. Preference will be 
given to female students.

“I want to help women reach for a better life,” Lemoine says. “I was 
the first person in my family who went to college. I put graduation 
right up there with the most wonderful thing that’s ever happened to 
me, right up there with the birth of my son. It changed my whole life.”

She says the degree helped her pursue a rewarding career in the oil 
and gas industry, a field she entered after moving to the Dallas-Fort 
Worth area in the early 1990s.

“When I did have my son, we would have never made it without my 
degree. It raised my standard of living. It was the smartest thing I ever 
did, going back to school, even though I worried about it because I 
was older.”

It took more than a decade for Lemoine to earn that degree but her 
persistence paid off. She entered LSUS in 1974 after graduating from 
Woodlawn High School but didn’t do well and was put on academic 
probation. She and her mother were struggling to pay for classes, so 
she left school.

“Life took over. I got a job, I got married,” she says. “Fast forward to 
12 years later. I was married to a different person. We were in the 
Dallas area, and we were going to move back to Shreveport. I said, ‘I 
think I want to go back to school.’ I signed up for school, and believe 
it or not, I was still on probation from 12 years before!”

She and her husband paid for school, and she worked part-time while 
majoring in accounting. One day, she scanned her report card and 
noticed she was classified as a junior. That renewed her determination 
to earn a degree, so she quit work and focused on classes her senior 
year.

“I graduated when I was 33, in December of 1987, and my whole 
family came. We partied that night!” she said. “My mother told me, 
‘When you graduate from college, I want you to have a college ring.’ 
She bought my ring, and I was really proud of it. I still wear that ring 
every day.”
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High school seniors who plan to major in education were honored at a recent Signing Day 
event sponsored by the LSUS Department of Education.

LSUS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION NURTURES 
NEXT GENERATION OF TEACHERS

Faculty members in the LSUS College of Education are expanding efforts to provide a pool of well-prepared 
teachers and school leaders to Northwest Louisiana.

Faculty members have started the Pilot Pipeline Initiative, a multi-faceted approach to recruiting and retaining 
education majors. At local high schools, they’re promoting Educators Rising, a national community-based 
extracurricular club that encourages students to pursue teaching careers. The organization supports local chapters 
and has a national conference each year.

LSUS offers bachelor’s, master’s 
and doctoral degrees in education. 

The College of Education also is 
encouraging high school students 
to take dual enrollment classes at 
LSUS to get a jump on a teaching 
degree, said Dr. Cay Evans, chair of 
the LSUS Department of Education.  
Dr. Evans holds the Wesson-Bridger 
Endowed Professorship. Funds 
generated by the professorship 
support recruiting activities.

“One of the major pieces of this 
initiative is the Signing Day event,” 
Dr. Evans says. “We collaborated 
with Bossier Parish Schools and 
Caddo Parish Schools for Signing 
Day just like athletics does to 
highlight and recognize those students who participated in the teaching professions/dual enrollment programs 
in the parishes.”

LONG-TIME LSUS SUPPORTER REMOVES 
BARRIER FOR FUTURE TEACHERS

A new scholarship will help novice teachers acquire certification before they 
step into the classroom.

Long-time LSU Shreveport supporter and LSUS Foundation board member 
Mike Woods funded the scholarship. It will cover the fee for the Praxis exam 
teachers must pass before they start working. New teachers pay hundreds of 
dollars out of their own pockets to take the tests, which are required for state 
certification.

Woods and his family have supported teacher preparation at LSUS in many ways, including the Dalton Woods 
Endowed Professorship in Teaching that honors Woods’ late father, a Shreveport businessman and philanthro-
pist. Woods recently made a generous gift to enhance the endowed professorship

“One of the reasons I enjoy serving on the LSUS Foundation board is the ability to interact with students and 
faculty. “At a luncheon recently, I had a conversation with the dean of the LSUS College of Education, Dr. Den-
nis Wissing, and he explained the difficulty that education majors were having in paying for the Praxis exam. 
At a time when we are having difficulty recruiting new teachers, I felt the need to remove that barrier and gave 
the College of Education a gift to help those who are committed to educating our future leaders,” Woods says.
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LSUS Continuing Education is helping learners of all ages 
acquire credentials or prepare for the workforce with a 
variety of new programs focused on specific skills and career 
paths.

The university is collaborating with clients as diverse as the 
Army, military support organizations and local healthcare 
organizations to provide focused, high-quality workforce 
training. 

The Army credentialing program prepares soldiers for military 
missions and helps them transition to civilian careers. Since 
2020, nine soldiers have completed programs through LSUS, 
and three have earned national certifications.

Similarly, the LSUS Continuing Education micro-credential 
medical programs offer job readiness within months. The 
five in-demand medical career path cohort programs are 
for students who are not ready to commit to a degree 
program. The medical cohorts will provide a built-
in support network with other students to help them 
succeed. 

“Lifelong learning and upskilling are incredibly important 
in the 21st-century digital economy. Innovation in every 
industry requires frequent employee re-skilling and 
re-tooling. We’re assisting companies throughout the 
region with the relevant programs to ensure they remain 
competitive in this economy,” says Dr. Julie Lessiter, LSUS 
vice chancellor for strategic initiatives.

Continuing Education staff members also are ensuring 
learning goes on year-round for children and teens 
through STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Art, and Math) summer day camps for kids and teens. 
LSUS youth camp programs offer fun and educational 
experiences where youngsters ages six to seventeen can 
discover a variety of interests, make new friends and 
create memories that last a lifetime.

Staff members also work with schools and school groups throughout the year on personalized learning experiences.

“Working together on K-12 initiatives, Continuing Education and the Cyber Collaboratory at LSUS were able to 
host homeschool workshops where students learned how to program with Raspberry Pi, and even learned about 
Shreveport’s rich history at the Spring Street Museum. In addition, in August LSUS Continuing Education and Cyber 
Collaboratory are offering professional development sessions to train local teachers how to use Raspberry Pi for 
instructional use,” says Nessa Kuruvilla, K-12 Coordinator for the Cyber Collaboratory at LSUS.

LSUS CONTINUING EDUCATION OFFERS 
PROGRAMS FOR LEARNERS OF ALL AGES

A homeschool group turned to LSUS Continuing Education 
for personalized programs that include a visit to the LSUS 
Foundation Spring Street Museum in downtown Shreveport as 
well as classes on the LSUS campus.

Phlebotomy students are among those pursuing healthcare careers 
through LSUS Continuing Education’s medical education programs 
that focus on high-demand, well-paying jobs. Students can be 
work-ready in a matter of months

Learn more: https://www.lsus.edu/continuing-education 
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LSUS ALUM BRINGS HOME OLYMPIC MEDAL IN TWO WOMAN BOBSLED
LSUS alum Sylvia Hoffman is making her Olympic dreams come true.

A former LSUS women’s basketball player and weightlifter, Hoffman helped 
the U.S. bring home a bronze medal in the two woman bobsled event at the 
2022 Winter Olympics in Beijing, China in February.

Hoffman and teammate Elena Meyers Taylor laid down three successful runs 
on the track nicknamed the “Flying Dragon” to clinch bronze and keep the 
Germans from sweeping all three medals. Hoffman and Meyers Taylor had 
only raced together once before teaming up at the Olympics.

“For my Olympic debut, I was set on a path to race with one of the most 
dominant women in bobsled history, Elena Meyers Taylor. We fought from 
start to finish to win and came away with an Olympic start record,” she said.

Hoffman is already looking ahead to the 2026 Olympics. In March, Hoffman 
started training as a bobsled pilot instead of a brakeman.

A native of Arlington, Texas, Hoffman made the move to Shreveport in 2009 to contin-
ue her basketball career for Coach Ronnie Howell and the Pilots. During the 2009-2010 
season, Hoffman appeared in 27 games and averaged a little over 11 minutes of action 
in those games, helping the Pilots go 23-7 that year and make it to the NAIA National 
Tournament. The following season, Hoffman appeared in 30 games and helped the Pilots 
make it to the semi-finals of the Red River Athletic Conference tournament

While at LSUS, Hoffman was also a member of the weightlifting team for long-time Olym-
pic Weightlifting Coach Kyle Pierce. Pierce says Hoffman seems to always genuinely enjoy 
whatever sport she’s pursuing.

“She was always positive, always upbeat, always smiling and laughing. She always 
wanted to help everybody out,” Pierce recalls. “She worked hard. She competed in a 
couple of international events.”

Pierce and Hoffman kept in touch off and on after Hoffman graduated. He was one of the 
people she called soon after she received her Olympic medal.

“She called me before she went to China. We talked once while she was in China, and 
she called me when she was on the plane on her way home,” Pierce says. “She’s a 
thoughtful person. I’m very happy for her.”

While in college, Hoffman knew she wanted to shoot for the Olympics, the pinnacle of 
sports.

Three years ago, Hoffman was invited to try out for 
NBC’s second season of “The Next Olympic Hopeful” 
for a shot at becoming an Olympic athlete. Despite not 
winning the show, she was invited to train with the 
USA Bobsled team. Hoffman, despite minimal bobsled 
experience, won the Rookie Push Championship at the 
USA Rookie Camp. She was then invited back to the 
National Push Championship, where she won again. 

A month later, Hoffman recorded the fastest push time 
at trials for Team USA. She booked herself a ticket to 
Canada where she won her first international medal 
alongside three-time Olympic medalist Elana Meyers 
Taylor at the Women’s Bobsled North American Cup, 
the first of many international victories leading to her 
place on the 2022 Olympic squad.

“Every athlete that has raced before me has set a 
standard of excellence that I fight to uphold every time 
I touch the ice,” Hoffman said.

Elena Meyers Taylor and Sylvia Hoffman display 
their bronze medals.              Getty Images Photo

LSUS alum Sylvia Hoffman 
(rear) and Elena Meyers Taylor 
celebrate after the final 
bobsled run in Beijing, China.

Sylvia Hoffman (front row, seated, second from right) during her time 
on the LSUS Weightlifting Team.
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DR. CARLOS SPAHT’S PASSION FOR STEM EDUCATION 
CREATES A LASTING LEGACY AT LSUS

Dr. Carlos Spaht’s mission to open doors for minority and female students through the LaPREP 
program has changed the course of countless lives.

“I was mesmerized by the experience,” recalls Rolanda Reliford Clark, who attended LaPREP in the 
mid-1990s. “The first year, you’re just like, ‘Oh my gosh, I’m on a college campus.’ My first year, 
I really had to buckle down and study. It really pushed me and helped me be an out of the box 
thinker.”

Dr. Spaht started LaPREP in 1992 to encourage minority and female students to pursue careers in 
math and science. LaPREP grew from summer enrichment classes to a continuum of programs 
that prepares youngsters for college and post-graduate studies.  LaPREP also provides real-
world experience through field trips as well as visits by minority and female math and science 
professionals.

Clark hoped the program would give her an edge in seeking college scholarships. It did, and she earned a teaching degree 
at LSU Shreveport. She says the scholarship offered to LaPREP alums and a Pilot scholarship helped her achieve that dream. 
Clark returned to LaPREP as a program assistant, technical writing instructor and guest speaker during the graduation ceremony 
for the 20th anniversary of LaPREP. She says 
she often used her LaPREP foundation while 
teaching elementary school and now calls on the 
knowledge as a Senior Implementation Support 
Specialist for Great Minds, PBC,an education 
curriculum company.

“I teach teachers, administrators, and district 
leaders how to implement a phenomenon-
driven science curriculum called PhD Science,” 
Clark says. “I work with educators all over the 
country.”

As he approaches retirement in June, Dr. Spaht 
says he’s grateful for the students like Clark and 
the community support that made LaPREP a 
success. An endowed professorship funded by 
AEP-SWEPCO supports the program. Contributions 
from The Community Foundation of Northwest 
Louisiana and local philanthropists also 
underwrite LaPREP.

“I kept putting the idea behind LaPREP on the 
shelf. One day, a teacher came to me and said 
she wished there was a program like that. She 
talked about an African-American student in the 
Gateway program at Caddo Middle Magnet. His name was Tony. He was 
the top student in his class. “Everybody loved him,” Dr. Spaht recalled. 
“Later, I asked about him, and she said Tony had dropped out, joined a 
gang and was on drugs. African-American students, particularly males, 
were being short-changed by education then.”

Dr. Spaht grieved for Tony and dedicated himself to providing an 
opportunity for others like him. He applied for grants. After two 
unsuccessful tries, he won funding from The Community Foundation 
and the U.S. Department of Energy.

Dr. Spaht touched the lives of countless students over the years. LaPREP’s 
mission has resonated with the community and generated interest in 
LSU Shreveport around the nation. Graduates of the program are among 
its staunchest supporters.

“When people ask me to name someone who truly influenced my life, 
Dr. Spaht is one of the first people I talk about,” says Deidra Lemons 
Johnson, who attended the program in the mid-1990s. “It’s because of 
the gentleness he carries, the brilliance he has, and the way he can see 
you for who you are.”

Johnson is one of the former students who has returned to encourage others. She visited Shreveport in 2019 to speak at the LaPREP 
graduation and catch up with Dr. Spaht.

“If Dr. Spaht asks me to do anything, I’ll do it,” says Johnson. “The program really brought me out of my shell. I felt odd. I liked 
math and science. I was a bit of a nerd. Dr. Spaht saw that in me and cultivated it.”

Johnson ended up in LaPREP because she got in trouble in a middle-school English class. Her teacher caught her working on math 
during the class and recommended to Johnson’s parents that she attend LaPREP.

Students in the 2021 LaPREP session examine bones during a class  
with medical students from LSU Medical School-Shreveport.

Dr. Spaht has received numerous awards  
in 50 years of teaching, including:

-U.S. Professor of the Year, 2007

-The Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis Award for 
Greatest Public Service to and Innovation 
in Education, 1998

-Louisiana Professor of the Year, Carnegie 
Foundation, 1997

-Governor’s Award of Excellence in Teaching, 
1997

-Outstanding Teaching/Service Award, 
Mathematical Association of America, 1996

-LSUS Teacher of the Year, 1978
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Rolanda Reliford Clark’s son, Ki Clark, 
poses with Dr. Spaht at the  
LaPIXEL graduation in 2021.

Roland Reliford Clark was among well-wishers 
at a retirement celebration for  

Dr. Carlos Spaht in April.

Rolanda Reliford Clark (left) and Dr. Carlos Spaht  
pause for a photo during Clark’s first year  

at LaPREP in the 1990s.

“I was going to go to the program whether I wanted to or not,” Johnson said, laughing.

From the beginning, Dr. Spaht wanted to challenge youngsters. Professors and instructors, aided by program assistants, cover 
advanced math and science concepts in the six seven-week summer program. LaPREP students participate in hands-on activities, 
like building a rocket, to demonstrate some of those concepts.

“We always encourage the students and build them up,” Dr. Spaht says. “The academics are tough, but they can do it. I teach 
basically the same logic concepts to LaPREP students as I do to my college students here at LSUS.”

Johnson believes the skills she learned at LaPREP provided an academic foundation many students don’t build until they’re young 
adults.

“One of the hardest skills is to take something complex and boil it down to something everyone could understand,” she says. “You 
had to think on a topic, go research it, and defend why you believe it. I think that’s why it was easy for me to write my master’s 
dissertation in just four weeks. Most people don’t learn those skill sets until they’re a junior in college.”

She says she’s used those skills in her career as a journalist, working for the governor of Alabama and now as the Director of Group 
Operations with the AARP’s Communications & Strategy Office of Diversity, Equity & Inclusion in Washington, D.C.

Nearly 900 students have participated in the original LaPREP program for middle school students, and no current or former LaPREP 
students have dropped out of high school, according to the program’s tracking records. All of LaPREPs initial 561 graduates enrolled  
in college, and about 80 percent of them majored in math or science.

LaPREP’s affiliated programs, GetSet for LaPREP and LaPIXEL Academy, have served another 600 students. GetSet for LaPREP offers 
academic and social encouragement to high-ability, mostly minority students entering fifth and sixth grades. LaPIXEL Academy, 
offered in conjunction with the LSUS Digital Arts program, teaches 
students the basic of visual effects software, desktop computer 
graphics and video game creation.

“My son is really into animation, so he went to LaPIXEL,” Clark 
says. “So of course I had to get a photo of him with Dr. Spaht at 
graduation. I hope my daughter can go to LaPREP. She’s starting 
sixth grade this fall.”

For Clark, LaPREP is as much about relationships as academics.

“One of closest friends went to LaPREP a few years after me when 
I was a teaching assistant in LaPREP,” Clark says. “In fact, we 
don’t call ourselves friends anymore. We call ourselves sisters. 
And Dr. Spaht is one of my favorite people on earth. In our 
first year, they had us write about what LaPREP means to us, 
and he still has my poem hanging on the wall in the first-year 
classroom.”

Dr. Spaht grew up in Baton Rouge and earned bachelor’s master’s 
and doctoral degrees from LSU. He entered the Army and rose 
to the rank of Captain, serving as Operations Research Analyst 
in support of the Chief of Staff of the Army at the Pentagon in 
Washington, D.C., from 1970 to 1972.

As he prepared to leave the Army, he was weighing his career 
options – and turned down a chance at wealth for the teaching job at LSUS.

“I had a couple of friends who wanted me to stay in Washington. We were like the three musketeers. One was starting a business,” 
Dr. Spaht recalls. “My friends ended up making millions of dollars in just a few years. I came to LSUS for an interview, and I fell in 
love with LSUS. Honestly, I would have been unhappy working at that company. I think I was called to be a teacher.”

Statistics show LaPREP’s success 
in reaching young minds
- 100 percent of LaPREP students have 

graduated from high school.

- 100 percent of the initial 560 LaPREP 
students enrolled in college.

- 80 percent of those enrolling in college 
majored in math or science.

- 100 percent of LaPREP graduates say the 
program helped them in their math and 
science education.
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SOCCER SKILLS, SCHOLARSHIPS 
BRING SPANISH STUDENT TO SHREVEPORT

LSU Shreveport sophomore Carlota “Coco” Alcalde is laying the foundation for her future as a physical therapist.

Coco came to the United States from Valladolid, Spain. An outstanding soccer player, she chose LSUS after receiving 
several offers to play college soccer in the United States. Her father, a small business owner, and her sister, a junior in 
high school, have supported her dream to get an education in the United States.

Coco says LSUS is a perfect fit for her education and career goals.

“LSUS is close to LSU Health Sciences Center,” Coco says. “I would like to go 
to graduate school and get a doctorate in physical therapy.”

Carlota receives the Annie Lowe Stiles Endowed Scholarship for 
Community and Public Health and the Matel & Bessie Hall Dawson 
Endowed Scholarship. She also works in the Student Success Center at 
LSUS to help pay for school and her living expenses. She said being able 
to live in student housing has helped make college in the United States 
affordable, while also helping her adjust to a new culture and make 
friends.

“I miss my family a lot,” she says. “I couldn’t go home last year because 
of Covid. Having the soccer team is a huge help. My teammates are 
everything to me. I also met a lot of Hispanic students at the university, 
there are people from Mexico, Dominican Republic, Costa Rica, Colombia, 
and many more. We all speak Spanish, but we have different slang, and 
we’ve learned it from each other.”

Coco started focusing on medicine after starting high school. In Spain, 
students start specializing in a subject from ages 12 to 16. They can 
continue their education from ages 16 to 18 or pursue technical and 
skills training. Coco says she 
focused on biology and 
other pre-medicine classes 
before starting college.

“I took the Spanish college 
entrance exams just in 
case I decided to stay and 
go to college in Spain,” she 
says. “The SATS here were 
easy compared to that. The 
baccalaureate in Spain is 
six or seven exams.” 

Coco shares her everyday 
life and travel adventures 
on a YouTube channel. 
Her videos include an 
emotional reunion with 
her family and friends last 
year, a trip to get her Covid 
vaccine and hanging out with friends at LSUS.

Carlotta “Coco” Alcalde, the goalkeeper 
for the LSUS Pilots women’s soccer team, 
is majoring in pre-physical therapy and 
exercise science. 

The Annie Lowe Stiles Endowed Scholarship for Community 
and Public Health was created in 1989 with a gift from the estate of Annie 
Lowe Stiles through The Community Foundation of Northwest Louisiana. Annie 
Lowe Stiles was born in 1884 in Campti, Louisiana. She married William P. Stiles, 
and they moved to Shreveport in the early 20th century. She and her husband 
were interested in philanthropy and supported Catholic charities, arts in the 
community, causes to help youth and the aged, and Holy Angels School. She 
outlived her husband and their three children. She passed away in 1980.

The Matel and Bessie Hall Dawson Endowed Scholarship was 
created in 1997 with a gift from Matel Dawson Jr. Dawson was born in Shreveport, 
but moved north with his family when he was a child. He saved most of his pay 
from his job with General Motors and donated hundreds of thousands of dollars 
to fund scholarships at LSU Shreveport and other universities, earning him the 
nickname of the “forklift philanthropist”.

“I love to tell stories and vlog about my life,” Coco says.

Follow Coco Alcalde’s adventures on her YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkHieilc1jP1k3GiXnoxEtg
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LSUS INSTITUTE FOR NONPROFIT ADMINISTRATION & 
RESEARCH SHEDS LIGHT ON IMPACT OF NONPROFIT SECTOR

A new study shows that 
nonprofit organizations in 
Louisiana contribute billions 
of dollars in revenue to the 
economy each year.

“The nonprofit sector is a vital 
part of the state economy. 
Nonprofits have worked on 
the front lines of COVID, and 
nonprofits are contributing 
to approximately $23 billion 
in annual revenues and 
employing seven percent of 
the state’s workforce,” says Dr. 
Heather Carpenter, director of 
the LSUS Institute for Nonprofit 
Administration & Research.

Dr. Carpenter holds the  
Norman A. Dolch Endowed 
Super Professorship in Nonprofit 
Administration. 

The INAR partnered with 
the Louisiana Association of 
Nonprofits to conduct the study in March. Both organizations will present their findings during a public conference on June 
10 on the LSUS campus. The event includes a panel discussion featuring community leaders and nonprofit professionals.

Based on survey information and requests from nonprofit organizations, the INAR plans to offer a bachelor’s degree program 
in nonprofit administration.

“No university in Louisiana offers a similar undergraduate program,” Dr. Carpenter says. “LSUS is uniquely poised to fill the 
need as the INAR is already active in community education with several non-credit certificates.”

The INAR partnered with LSUS Continuing Education to offer the five non-credit certificate programs, which are designed for 
people already working in the nonprofit sector. The certificate programs cover topics ranging from financial management to 
external relations.

“We want to offer for-credit certificate programs in the future,” Dr. Carpenter says.

She says the bachelor’s degree program will complement the existing master’s of nonprofit administration degree . Students 
in this program will also have the additional resource from INAR to help them find internships and volunteer opportunities, 
to join the nonprofit student organization (NASO), and the nonprofit honor society – Nu Lambda Mu. program and will 
prepare students in several ways beyond the classroom.

“Students in this program will also have the additional resource from INAR to help them find internships and volunteer 
opportunities, to join the nonprofit student organization (NASO), and the nonprofit honor society – Nu Lambda Mu,” Dr. 
Carpenter says.

 The LSUS Institute for Nonprofit Administration & Research (INAR) recently re-established an 
advisory board. Members include  (left to right) back row,  Cecilia Woodley, Jeffrey Goodman, 
Carly Koen, Abbey Rubel, Jeffery Brasher and Mike Woods; front row – Heather Carpenter 
(INAR), Stacey Hargis (INAR) and Lynn Stevens. Not pictured: Toya Graham, Verni Howard, Liz 
LaBorde and Kelli Todd.

STATE OF NONPROFITS IN LOUISIANA CONFERENCE

When: 8:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. June 10

Where: LSU Shreveport, One University Place in Shreveport

What: Free conference open to nonprofit professionals and the public. Speakers will present 
the latest research on the Louisiana nonprofit sector, and community leaders will speak about 
challenges and opportunities in the nonprofit sector.

Register: Call 318-798-4177
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Bobbie Hicks loved animals and always had several dogs. Sweet Biscutt, 
shown here, was one of her favorites.

BOBBIE C. HICKS
The LSUS Foundation joins the community in mourning the loss of Bobbie C. Hicks.

Bobbie passed away on January 31, 2021, at the age of 89. A native of Cass County, Texas, she made her home in 
Shreveport starting in 1952.

Bobbie supported education in a variety of ways and was a member of the LSUS Foundation board of directors. She 
discovered many authors who would come to Shreveport for the yearly Authors in April event supporting the Pioneer 
Heritage Center. The LSUS Foundation is fortunate to manage endowed scholarships and a super professorship that 
Bobbie's gifts created. Her legacy at LSUS will live on through the multiple students receiving scholarships in her 
name. Bobbie was named "Pilot of the Year" at Louisiana State University in Shreveport in 2007.

Pioneer Heritage Center Director Marty Young 
has many fond memories of Bobbie.

Marty happened to sit beside Bobbie at an 
Authors in April planning dinner soon after he 
joined the staff of the center in 1999.

“She and I were able to chat during dinner. That’s 
when we first met.  From that simple meeting 
Bobbie and I formed a friendship outside of 
just her being a supporter of Authors in April,” 
he recalled. “We talked books a lot! She guided 
me to many a book I would have never read 
had it not been for her advice.”

Bobbie gave Authors in April and the Pioneer 
Heritage Center the gift of her time as well as 
treasure. Marty said she helped stuff envelopes 
with mail-outs for the Authors in April event 
each year, a chore that flew by thanks to good 
conversation.

“Bobbie would always inquire about my two 
girls and offer advice on raising strong ladies.  

Her best was, ‘Don’t force them to be what you want.  You guide them so they know right from wrong, what’s good 
and kind, and when to take a stand, and to be generous with their time and talents.  But, most of all, let them be 
who they are going to be’,” Marty said.

The professorship Bobbie endowed helped Authors in April attract “top tier, award winning, bestselling authors,” 
Marty says. When Covid forced organizers to cancel the event, Bobbie graciously let Marty use the professorship 
allotment in other ways.

“We used our allotment to have eight artifacts from our collection professionally restored or repaired by Beaux Arts 
Conservation here in Shreveport,” he said. “We were also able to purchase two digital projectors that have truly 
enhanced our off-site presentation capabilities.  The projectors will also allow us to adopt more visual content for 
tour at Center.”

Bobbie supported education throughout the community.

She was a backer of the Biomedical Research Foundation from its inception in 1986 and served as director and board 
secretary of that organization. Bobbie had a very special interest and association with the Science Medicine Academic 
Research Training program (SMART). The students accepted into that program were special to her, and she often 
followed their progress through college and into their careers in the medical arts.

Animal welfare was probably her greatest passion. She was serving on the Board of Directors of Robinson Rescue, a low 

In Memoriam
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BOBBIE HICKS TOP SCHOLAR SCHOLARSHIP OFFERS  
‘PEACE OF MIND’ FOR BUSY UNDERGRADUATE

LSU Shreveport feels like home for sophomore Cole Goodman.

“My dad went here in the ‘90s. My grandpa went here. He got a job at Beaird (Industries) and they paid for him to take 
some math classes,” Goodman said. “I love the student to professor ratio, and I feel like I can ask for anything outside 
of class. At some places, you have a class with a professor, and that’s it. There’s no other time to talk to the professor.”

Cole, 20, knew as a high school student that he wanted to attend LSUS. He took dual enrollment classes while still 
in high school and earned the Bobbie Hicks Top Scholars 
Endowed Scholarship when he enrolled at LSUS full-time.

Two years later, he’s carrying a full load of classes. He’s a 
newlywed. He and his wife, Cathleen – a senior at LSUS – are 
fixing up their new home near campus while juggling classes 
and work. Cole is a teaching assistant for a freshman biology 
class on campus. Cathleen works full-time at a church in 
Shreveport. Goodman says the scholarship helps him handle 
all those responsibilities and still find time to spend with his 
family in Frierson south of Shreveport.

“I can only imagine if I had to worry about working more. 
That would make it a lot harder to do well in school, and I 
might not be able to take as many classes each semester. It 
gives me peace of mind.”

Cole is majoring in biology with a concentration in cellular 
and molecular biology. He plans to go to medical school in 
Shreveport and specialize in pulmonology, anesthesiology or 
radiology. He gained experience working summer jobs at a 
hospital in Mansfield.

“What’s really important to me is work-life balance,” 
Cole says. “I want time to be with my wife and our future 
children.”

LSUS sophomore Cole Goodman is majoring in biology 
and plans to attend medical school after graduation.

cost spay/ neuter organization, at the time of her death. Bobbie rescued both stray dogs and kittens and found safe 
home for them on numerous occasions. She loved all animals and was a champion and defender of animal rights. 
She always had at least two dogs in her life, if not three! She doted on her cherished dogs and spending a day alone 
with a dog in her lap, reading a book was her favorite indulgence.

"Bobbie supported so many causes, and I know her passing has left a void for many of us. Her friendship was truly 
one of a kind, and I miss all the conversations about dogs, books and her many adventures,” says LSUS Foundation 
Executive Director Laura Perdue. “There are truly some people that, just by knowing them, you become a better 
person. That was Bobbie Hicks." 

AUTHORS IN APRIL HAS FEATURED MANY NOTED WRITERS, AMONG THEM:
- Amor Towles (“A Gentleman in Moscow”, “The Lincoln Highway”)
- Robert M. Edsel (“Monuments Men: Allied Heroes, Nazi Thieves  
 and the Greatest Treasure Hunt in History”)
- Geraldine Brooks (“Year of Wonders”)
- Ellen Gilchrist (“Victory over Japan”)
- Tony Horwitz (“Confederates in the Attic”)
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Chris Scott, Dr. Cheryl White and  
Father Peter Mangum attended the 

premiere of “The Five Priests” at The 
Strand Theatre in Shreveport.

 A stained glass window at 
Holy Trinity Catholic Church in 

Shreveport honors five Catholic 
priests who gave their lives during 
the Yellow Fever Epidemic of 1873.

Award-winning documentary 
director Chris Scott (seated beside 
camera) supervises filming of an 
interview for “The Five Priests”.

DOCUMENTARY BASED ON LSUS PROFESSOR’S WORK 
ATTRACTS INTERNATIONAL ATTENTION

“The Five Priests”, a documentary that draws on research by LSU Shreveport history 
professor Dr. Cheryl White and colleagues is earning international attention after its 
premiere in Shreveport in 2021.

The full-length film explores the sacrifice made by five Catholic priests who tended to  
the sick and dying during the Yellow Fever Epidemic of 1873 in Shreveport. All five  
priests perished during the epidemic and are now under consideration for sainthood  
by the Catholic Church.

“The Five Priests” is based on “Shreveport Martyrs of 1873: The Surest Path to Heaven” 
by Dr. White, historian W. Ryan Smith and Father Peter Mangum, the rector of the 
Cathedral of St. John Berchmans in Shreveport. “Shreveport Martyrs of 1873: The 
Surest Path to Heaven” was published by The History Press in 2021 and is available in 
hardcover, paperback and e-book formats.

Dr. White holds the Hubert H. Humphreys Endowed Professorship in History  
at LSUS. The professorship has helped fund her research into the priests, the Yellow 
Fever epidemic and other local history topics. This spring, Dr. White visited the region 
in France where the priests lived before coming to Shreveport. That visit is part of 
preparations for Shreveport’s sesquicentennial observance of the epidemic in 2023.

The LSUS Foundation is among underwriters for the documentary and sponsored the 
film’s premiere at the historic Strand Theatre in downtown Shreveport.

“It is so exciting to think that all over the world people are going to be watching a  
film and learning about Shreveport, Louisiana,” said LSUS Foundation Executive 
Director Laura Perdue. “As the LSUS Foundation, we are thrilled that one of our own, 
Dr. White, was instrumental in this research.”

“The Five Priests” won a Diamond Award for Best Documentary Feature at the SoCal 
Film Festival and a Gold Award at the Spotlight Documentary Film Awards. The film 
has earned awards at the Barcelona International Film Festival and the New York 
International Film Awards. It was a finalist at the Cannes World Film Festival and was 
named an Official Selection by The Rome Prisma Independent Film Festival and the 
Nieves International Christian Film Festival.

“The Five Priests” features interviews 
with Dr. White, Mr. Smith and Father 
Mangum, Catholic authorities and 
Shreveport Mayor Adrian Perkins. 
Chris Charles Scott, the filmmaker 
behind the popular “Class Action 
Park” documentary, directed “The  
Five Priests”. Richard Langberg of West 
Coast Visual FX brought the moving 
story to life through cutting edge 
animation.

“This recognition from Cannes 
demonstrates the universal appeal 
of this story. ‘The Five Priests’ is not 
a Shreveport story, a Catholic story, 
or even a Louisiana story,” Dr. White 
says. “It is a timeless narrative about 
hope, which is inherent to the human 
condition.”
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Professorships and Holders
• Samuel and Mary Abramson Endowed Professorship in the College of Arts and Sciences in Support of 

the Samuel and Mary Abramson Distinguished Lecture Series at LSUS - Dr. Tibor Szarvas
• AEP Swepco LaPREP Endowed Super Professorship - Dr. Carlos Spaht
• American Studies Endowed Chair - Dr. William Pederson
• Joe and Abby Averett Endowed Professorship in Business - Dr. Karen James
• Pete and Linda Ballard Endowed Professorship in Accounting - Dr. Carl Smolinski
• Bank One (JP Morgan Chase) Jerry Boughton Endowed Professorship in Business - Dr. Chengho Hsieh
• BellSouth Corporation Endowed Professorship in Business Administration - Dr. Binshan Lin
• BlueCross BlueShield of Louisiana Endowed Professorship in Business - Dr. Timothy Shaughnessy
• Lisa Burke Bioinformatics Endowed Professorship - Dr. Urska Cvek
• Riemer and Marcia Calhoun Endowed Professorship in Education - Dr. Melissa Hawthorne
• Capital One Endowed Professorship in Education - Dr. Iris Johnson
• Harman and Renae Chandler Endowed Professorship for Masters of Biological Sciences Program 

- Dr. Amy Erickson
• Dr. Dalton and Peggy Cloud Endowed Professorship in Communications - Dr. Claire Joa
• Oscar Cloyd Real Estate Endowed Super Professorship - Dr. Doug Bible
• Don and Earlene Coleman Red River Watershed Management Institute Endowed Professorship 

 - Dr. Michael Maguigan
• Dr. Norman A. Dolch Endowed Super Professorship in Nonprofit Administration - Dr. Helen Wise
• James K. Elrod Endowed Chair in Health Administration - Dr. John Fortenberry
• Alta and John Franks Foundation Endowed Professorship for Master of Business Administration Program 

 - Dr. Tami Knotts
• James C. and Ann W. Gardner Endowed Professorship in Civic Engagement and Leadership

- Dr. Felice Williams
• Kelly Kemp Graves Endowed Professorship in Early Childhood Education- Dr. Linda Zhang
• O. Delton Harrison, Jr. Endowed 

Professorship for Master of Liberal 
Arts Program - Dr. Elisabeth Liebert

• Hubert and Pat Hervey Endowed 
Professorship for the Museum 
of Life Sciences in the College of 
Sciences  
- Pending New Appointment

• Bobbie Hicks Endowed Super 
Professorship for the Pioneer 
Heritage Center Authors in April 
Program - Dr. Marty Young

• Hubert Humphreys Endowed 
Professorship of History  
- Dr. Cheryl White

• India Studies Endowed 
Super Professorship
- Dr. Sanjay Menon

• Bradley S. Kemp Endowed 
Professorship to Support the LSUS 
Debate Team - Dr. Trey Gibson

• George A. Khoury, Jr. Endowed Super 
Professorship in Space Science 

LSUS professor Dr. Alex Mikaberidze, a former member of the diplomatic corps for the 
Republic of Georgia, has shared his insight about the Russia-Ukraine conflict at a 
number of community events. Dr. Mikaberidze holds the Ruth Herring Noel Endowed 
Chair for the Curatorship of the James Smith Noel Collection.
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- Pending New Appointment
• George and Regina Khoury Endowed Super Professorship in Sciences 

- Dr. Stephen Banks
• Kilpatrick Life Insurance Endowed Chair of Insurance and Financial Services - Dr. Harvey Rubin
• LSUS Alumni Association Vincent J. Marsala Endowed Professorship in Teaching Excellence

- Dr. Vikki Hrody
• Max M. and Jasmine Morelock Endowed Professorship in Chemistry in the College of Arts and Sciences 

- Dr. William Yu
• Ruth H. Noel Endowed Chair for the Curatorship of the James Smith Noel Collection - 

- Dr. Alexander Mikaberidze
• Sybil T. and Frederick Patten Endowed Professorship for Excellence in Teaching in Liberal Arts

- Dr. Allen Garcie
• Armand and Lynn Roos Endowed Professorship in Business and Health Administration

- Dr. Mary Lois White
• Abe Sadoff Endowed Chair in Bioinformatics- Dr. Marjan Trutschl
• Mary Anne and Leonard Selber Endowed Professorship in Liberal Arts- Dr. Gary Joiner
• Bruce and Steve Simon Endowed Professorship in Language and Literature- Dr. Samuel Cannon
• Elmer N. and Barbara Simon Endowed Professorship for Excellence in Teaching- Dr. Chris Hale
• Miriam M. Sklar Endowed Professorship in Theoretical Math and Physics- Dr. Zsolt Lengvarszky
• Dr. Richard K. Speairs Endowed Professorship in Field Biology- Dr. Beverly Burden
• Ventie B. Stewart, Jr. Endowed Professorship in the College of Education and Human Development for 

Student Teachers- Dr. Debbie Williams
• Goodloe Stuck Endowed Professorship for the Department of Psychology- Dr. Yong Dai
• Wesson-Bridger Endowed Professorship in Teacher Education- Dr. Cay Evans
• Wheless, Meadows and Sarter Endowed Rising Star in Computer Science Professorship
 - Dr. Tauhidul Alam
• Williams B. Wiener, Jr. Endowed Professorship of Archives and History Preservation in the Noel Library  

 - Dr. Laura McLemore
• Dalton J. Woods Family Endowed Professorship in Education - Pending New Appointment
• William C. Woolf Endowed Rising Star Professorship in Business - Dr. Minsun Kim
• Yancey Strain Endowed Professorship for the Curatorship of the Spring Street Museum - Dr. Cheryl White

Dr. Sanjay Menon (on stage) presides over a tug-of-war at the Holi Festival on campus. India Studies 
and the LSUS Office of Diversity, Inclusion and Community Engagement sponsored the festival.



Endowed Scholarships
• AEP SWEPCO Foundation Computer Science Scholarship for Graduate Students
• AEP/ SWEPCO Foundation Computer Science Scholarship for Undergraduate Students
• Alpha Omega Laser, Inc. Computer Sciences Endowed Scholarship
• Ann Welsh Terzia Gardner Endowed Scholarship
• Annie Lowe Stiles Scholarship
• B.E. Tabarlet Endowed Scholarship
• Bennett Christopher Mangin Memorial Endowed Scholarship
• Bobbie Cate Hicks Endowed Scholarship for Top Scholars
• Brookshire’s Focus on the Future Endowed Scholarship
• Carroll and Anna Hoffpauir Endowed Scholarship
• Community Foundation American Studies Scholarship
• Cory Katherine Hiers MLA Endowed Scholarship
• Dalton J. & Sugar Woods Endowed Scholarship for First Generation College Students
• Daniel S. Sklar Endowed Merit Scholarship for Computer Science
• Daniel Sklar Endowed Merit Scholarship for Business
• Doris Adair Howe Kilkuskie Endowed Scholarship
• Doris A. Kilkuskie Endowed Scholarship
• Dr. Jon Cheek College of Sciences Endowed Scholarship
• Dr. Lacy and Edie Williams Endowed Scholarship for Top Scholars
• Dr. Lane and Maurie Rosen Endowed Scholarship in Health Sciences
• Dr. Phillip & Alma Rozeman Endowed Scholarship for First 

Generation College Students
• E. Berton Heard Memorial Endowed Scholarship
• Earl Gray and Dorothy Adams McCalla Endowed  

Scholarship in Education
• Educational Leadership Graduate Fellowship in Memory of 

Betsy and Martha Trusty
• Elaine Williams Parker Endowed Scholarship  

in Education
• Eric J. Brock Memorial Endowed Scholarship
• Founding Chancellor Donald Shipp Jr.  

Endowed Scholarship
• Frank Katzenstein Memorial Endowed Scholarship
• Fred & Sybil Patten Pilot Endowed Scholarship
• Gary K. Brashier Chemistry Memorial  

Endowed Scholarship
• George & Myrtle Evans Endowed Scholarship  

in Psychology
• George A. Khoury, Jr. Endowed Scholarship
• Helen & Frank Katzenstein Memorial Scholarship
• Herman & Renae Chandler Endowed Scholarship  

for First Generation College Students
• H.F. Sockrider Endowed Scholarship
• Insurance Professionals of Shreveport/Bossier  

Endowed Scholarship
• Isabel and Dadie Goldman Foundation Endowed Scholarship
• J. P. Morgan Chase Endowed Scholarship in the College of 

Sciences
• Jason Penry Endowed Scholarship
• Jeanne Jackson Endowed Scholarship in Psychology
• Jimmie N. Smith Endowed Graduate Scholarship
• John & Ann Ballard Endowed Scholarship
• John & Ann Ballard Top Scholar Endowed Scholarship
• John & Joanna Magale Endowed Scholarship for Business

LSUS sophomore biology major Yasmyn Eason, left, won the 
Rotary Club of Shreveport’s top scholarship this spring. Red 
River Radio General Manager Kermit Poling, a Rotary member, 
introduced Eason at the club’s scholarship award luncheon.

15
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• John & Joanna Magale Endowed Scholarship for Education and Human Development
• John & Joanna Magale Endowed Scholarship for Liberal Arts
• John & Joanna Magale Endowed Scholarship for Sciences
• John Good Family Endowed Scholarship in Accounting
• John T. & Elizabeth S. McBride Endowed Scholarship
• Jonathan Travis Enders Endowed Scholarship
• Kathie G. Troquille Memorial Endowed Scholarship
• Kimberly Rae and Carolyn Denise Lemoine Scholarship
• KPMG Peat Marwick Main Endowed Scholarship
• Kurt M. Pickett Endowed Scholarship
• Louis and Rose Van Thyn Scholarship
• LSUS Alumni Association Endowed Scholarship for Business
• LSUS Alumni Association Endowed Scholarship for Education and Human Development
• LSUS Alumni Associaiton Endowed Scholarship for First 

Generation Students
• LSUS Alumni Association Endowed Scholarship for Liberal 

Arts
• LSUS Alumni Association Endowed Scholarship for Sciences
• Maedean Emerson and Emerson Wallis Jr. Endowed 

Scholarship
• Marge Kozak Memorial Endowed Scholarship
• Margery Norton Endowed Scholarship
• Mary Edna Adams Brossette Memorial Endowed 

Scholarship for Student Teaching
• Matel & Bessie Hall Dawson Endowed Scholarship
• Matel Dawson, Jr. Endowed Scholarship
• Michael and Tracie Woods Endowed Scholarship for First 

Generation College Students
• Neal Dlin Memorial Endowed Scholarship
• Ned and Kittie Dawson Endowed Scholarship
• Neil and Glenda Erwin Endowed Scholarship
• Northwest Louisiana PC Users Group
• Poindexter Foundation Endowed Scholarship
• Race to Win Top Scholar Endowed Scholarship
• Re/Max Executive Realty Endowed Scholarship
• Reet Lawhon Endowed Scholarship
• Roddy Spigener Endowed Scholarship
• Ruth H. Noel Endowed Scholarship
• Salvadore & Kendra Miletello Endowed Scholarship for First Generation College Students
• Samuel E. Smith Memorial Endowed Scholarship
• Shreveport Bossier Better Business Bureau Endowed Scholarship
• Shreveport Fallen Officers Endowed Scholarship
• Shreveport Historic Preservation Society Scholarship
• Southwest Shreveport Rotary Club Tabarlet Education Award
• The Alta & John Franks Foundation Endowed Scholarship for First Generation College Students
• The John & Cheryl Good Charitable Foundation Endowed Scholarship for First Generation  

College Students
• Traffic & Transportation Endowed Scholarship
• Travis A. White Endowed Scholarship
• Vincent J. Marsala Alpha Guarde Endowed Scholarship
• Walter Lamb Endowed Scholarship
• Walter O. Bigby Endowed Scholarship
• Wesson-Bridger Endowed Scholarship
• William N. & Marie L. Lyle Endowed Scholarship
• Willis M. and Lillene M. Herring Pre-Nursing Endowed Scholarship
• Woodman Life Chapter 54 Endowed Scholarship
• Woody and Ann Wilson Endowed Scholarship

(incoming students): LSUS is celebrating the return of campus 
life with activities like new student orientation



What’s your Legacy?

Planned giving allows you to become a major donor without an up-

front major cash donation.  End of life planning isn’t the most fun, 

but with a little bit of thought now you can create a lasting legacy 

and make the final arrangements much easier for your family. 

Contact Laura Perdue, LSUS Foundation Executive Director, at 318-797-5257  
or Laura.Perdue@lsus.edu to learn more.

 

MANY COMPANIES WILL MATCH YOUR DONATION. 
Visit the LSUSFoundation.org for our Double the Donation Tool.  

Enter your company name to find out if your gift is eligible for a match!

• Include the LSUS 
Foundation in your 
will! You can even tell 
us how you want the 
gift to be used.

• Designate the LSUS 
Foundation as a full, 
partial, or contingent 
beneficiary of your  
retirement account.

• Name the LSUS 
Foundation as a 
beneficiary of your 
life insurance policy. 
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THANK YOU TO OUR 2021-2022 BOARD MEMBERS!
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Your gifts yield life-changing dividends.

“I use the money I receive to 
help pay for extra books and 
study materials as well as put 
some in savings to help pay 
for classes in future semes-
ters. Knowing that I do not 
have to worry or stress about 
if my classes are paid for 
takes a huge burden off my 
shoulders.”

Haley Nguyen
Annie Lowe Stiles 
Endowed Scholarship  
in Science Recipient

$400, 000 
 Annually in private  
funded scholarships

“The support of the James 
and Ann Gardner Endowed 
Professorship in Civic 
Engagement and Leadership 
allows me to build external 
relationships within our local 
community and beyond as an 
ambassador of LSU Shreveport. 
I look forward to continuing 
to meet the current challenge 
of fulfilling your vision for this 
very unique professorship by 
further expanding its community 
reach beyond local stakeholders 
through virtual channels”

Dr. Felice Williams
James and Ann Gardner 
Endowed Professorship 
in Civic Engagement and 
Leadership Holder

51 
 Endowed chairs 

scholarships

“I was fortunate to receive a 
great education from LSUS, 
and so did my son. I believe in 
giving back to an institution 
that gave me so much.”

Mike Woods
Donor who established 
the Dalton J. Woods 
Endowed Professorship 
in Teaching, the 
Dalton J. and Sugar 
Woods Endowed First 
Generation Scholarship 
and the Michael Woods 
Family Endowed First 
Generation Scholarship.

$32 Million 
 In Donor Support

Thank YouThank You
For investing in LSU Shreveport.  

Together we are making dreams reality. 

And Over
30,000 Graduates Since 1967
To learn more about how your gifts help LSU Shreveport, reach out to Laura Perdue, 

LSUS Foundation Executive Director, at 318-797-5257 or Laura.Perdue@lsus.edu. 

Lsusfoundation.org One University Place, Shreveport, LA 71115


